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There are a number of ways to express the purpose of,  
or reason for, an action. You use different expressions to  
describe the purpose of an object.

New language  “In order to,” “so that”

Vocabulary  Language of apology

New skill  Expressing purpose

ACTION PURPOSE

KEY LANGUAGE “IN ORDER TO”
You can use “in 
order to” to talk 
about the purpose 
of an action.

Expressing purpose

OTHER WAYS TO SAY “IN ORDER TO”
Here “so as to” means exactly 

the same as “in order to.”
In informal speech, “in order” 

and “so as” are often dropped.

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

Base form of verb.
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If the main verb is in the past, the verb  
after “so that” usually refers to the past.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Peter works in the customer service department 
for a home appliance company. He is talking to a 
customer about an order.

KEY LANGUAGE “SO THAT”
“So that” has a similar 
meaning to “in order to” 
and “so as to,” but is  
less formal.

“So that” is followed by subject + verb.

FURTHER EXAMPLES “SO THAT”

If the main verb is in the present 
tense, the verb after “so that” usually 
refers to the present or future.

“So that” is often followed by modal  
verbs such as “can,” “could,” and “would.”
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KEY LANGUAGE GENERAL PURPOSE
Sometimes you may want to talk about why something 
exists or what it is used for. You can describe a general 
purpose by using “to” and “for.”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, JOINING THEM WITH THE GIVEN 
EXPRESSION OF PURPOSE

“TO” INFINITIVE

“FOR” + GERUND

“FOR” + NOUN

You can use a “to” infinitive when the 
subject of the sentence is a person.

This structure commonly answers the 
question “What is it (used) for?”
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING “FOR” OR “TO”

CHECKLIST

 “In order to,” “so that”   Language of apology   Expressing purpose  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 27–30

REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS

VERBS FOLLOWED BY “TO” OR “-ING” 
(NO CHANGE IN MEANING)

VERBS FOLLOWED BY “TO” OR “-ING” 
(CHANGE IN MEANING)

GRADABLE AND NON-GRADABLE 
ADJECTIVES

NON-GRADING ADVERBS

“REALLY,” “FAIRLY,” “PRETTY,” “QUITE”

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE

“IN ORDER TO,” “SO THAT”

UNIT
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